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THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

Head Office: Broadcasting House, London, W.1

Caversham Park, Reading, Berks.

TELEPHONE : READING 72742 TELEGRAMS AND CABLES: BROADCASTS, TELEX, LONDON
Reference: SEraET 9th April 1956
07.MS.JTC
Dear Alsn,

Meny thanks for your letter of 20th March on the subject of the
Volce of the Arsbs broadecasts which I have now received.

The story as unfolded by Ceiro radio wes so puzzling that I was
prompted to send you the signsal enquiring whether you could throw any
light on the reports, and I am most grateful for your telephcne c¢ell -
1t was good to hear your voice again.

The facts, 2s I know them, are fairly strsightforward so far as
the actual protests are concerned. The British Ambassedor protested
to Premier Nasser about six specific broadecasts, four in Arsbic and
two in Swahili: of these, three Arabic and the two Swehlli were
monitored and translated by us. The fourth Arabic was, I understsnd,
the elleged broadcast of 6th March by Gemal Seanhouri, which neither you
nor ourselves monitored, and for which neither of us are prepered to
vouch. At the request of our Foreign Office, we have sent tape
recordings ofthe five broadcasts which we monitored to Cairo to support
the British Ambassador's protests. So fer I have not heard whether
this hes disposed of the metter or not. At all events, I am quite
confident thet those five broademsts were in fact made, snd correctly
monitored and trenslated by us. The origin of the slleged broadcast
on the 6th March is still not known by me, except that it was reported
from Bahrein. It has certainly never been attributed, as far es I
know, to FBIS and I have informed our people here that it certainly was
not monitored by vou.

From what I have said you will appreciste that FBIS monitoring
has not been involved in this matter as a source of the materisl which
was the subject of our Ambassador's protest.

There remains the Al-Akhbar's press conference at which a recording,
sald to have been obtained from American sources, was played back to
correspondents. So far as I can ascertsin, this particular recording
vas not of & transmission which had been the subject of protest, but I
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wes puzzled as to how it had got into the hends of the Eqyptien press.
This, I think, is still & mystery to both of us, but I woulc be most
grateful if you coulé let me know the precise recordings which your
Mediterreneen Bureau supplied to your Embessv in Ceiro in early Merch.
The reeson I ask this is so that we mey be prepsred in casge the
Egyptisns seek to meske sny further capltel out of recordings which they
say they have obtained from Americen sources. It woulcd ensble us to
check with our recordings here any use which they mey mske of them.

I hope this informstion which I have been able te give you, although
limited, mey fill in the picture a little more, and I will certainly
keep vou up-to-date with sny further news I get, and I would be grateful
if you would do likewise.

I em very glad to hesr your news thst you hope to sugment the
Arehic staff at Kyrenis by two monitors, end I for my pert sm able to
sey that I am hopeful that we will very shortly have an additionsl
Arebic monitor here. I think there can be no doubt that for some time
to come Arsbic 1g going to be = very importent langusge from the point of
view of our joint operation, and I feel with these sdditionsl resources
we shall be able to meet the cdemands which will inevitably be made upon
us.

Yours sincerely,

J; ‘/ b ——— e -y
— L ——
J. T. Campbell
Head of Monitoring Service

STAT

Chief, FBIS,

2470 L Street, N.W.,
weshington 25, L.C.
U.S.A.

JTC/IB
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